TOWN OF HARTFORD

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

RESULTS

FISCAL YEAR

JULY 1, 2006 TO JUNE 30, 2007

Town Clerk, Lianne Bedard called the Annual Town Meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. on May 11, 2006 by reading the “Greetings” and “Return” of the Warrant.

ARTICLE 1:

A motion was made by Lee Holman to nominate Arthur Harvey as Moderator.  The motion was seconded by Peg Poskus.  The Town Clerk asked for any other nominations.  Being none, written ballots were cast and there were three votes for Arthur Harvey.  The Town Clerk then swore Arthur Harvey into office.

ARTICLE 2:

The Polls were declared open at 10:00 A.M. and declared closed at 8:00 P.M.

The Municipal Election results were as follows:

Selectman:

Lee Holman

71

Dale McNeil

60

David Kraske

 1

School Board Member:

Roland Downing
22

Rebecca Elsman
3

Thomas Hamilton
1

Jerry Marstaller
1

Monica Mailly

1

Dennis McNeil
1

Patty Carr

1

Lennie Eichman
1

Ed Martin

1

Sean Prokey

1

Road Commissioner:

Cathy Lowe

71

Alan McNeil

65

Town Clerk:

Lianne Bedard

127

Monica Mailly

2

Lee Holman

1

Elizabeth Plumley
1

At 9:30 P.M. Moderator Arthur Harvey recessed the meeting until Thursday May 18, 2006 at 7:00 P.M.

On May 18, 2006 Arthur Harvey appointed Terry Hayes as Deputy Moderator.  Terry Hayes took her oath of office and the meeting resumed at 7:00 P.M.

Terry read the results of the Municipal Election.

ARTICLE 3:

Dave Bowen nominated Lee Holman to serve as General Assistance Director.  Second by Lennie Eichman.

Vote by show of hands: yes

Bev Murphy nominated the Board of Selectmen to serve as the Board of Assessors.  Seconded by Peg Poskus.

Vote by show of hands: yes

A motion was made by Dave Kraske to nominate Dan Maddox to serve on the Budget Committee.  Seconded by Bob Calawa.

A motion was made by Bev Murphy to nominate Dave Kraske to serve on the Budget Committee.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

A motion was made by Dan Maddox to nominate Bob L’Heureux to serve on the Budget Committee.  Seconded by Lee Holman.

A motion was made by Dan Maddox to nominate Neil Hanley to serve on the Budget Committee.  Seconded by Lee Holman.

A motion was made by Hope McCabe to nominate Tom Hamilton to serve on the Budget Committee.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

A motion was made by Dan Maddox to close nominations.  Dave Bowen seconded this motion.

Vote by show of hands: motion carries 

Vote by show of hands to elect Dan Maddox, David Kraske, Bob L’Heureux, Neil Hanley, and Tom Hamilton to serve as members on the Budget Committee:  yes

A motion was made by Arthur Harvey to nominate Jeremy Johnson to serve as a member of the Road Committee.  Seconded by Roland Downing.

A motion was made by Dave Bowen to nominate Willie Bragg to serve as a member of the Road Committee.  Seconded by Dan Maddox.  

A motion was made by Lee Holman to nominate Bev Murphy to serve as a member of the Road Committee.  Seconded by Susan Nilon.  

A motion was made by Dave Kraske to nominate Bob Calawa to serve as a member of the Road Committee.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

A motion was made by Lee Holman to nominate Arthur Harvey to serve as a member of the Road Committee.  Seconded by Willie Bragg.

The Moderator asked if there were any further nominations.  There were none.  Terry closed nominations.

Vote by show of hands to elect Jeremy Johnson, Willie Bragg, Bev Murphy, Bob Calawa, and Arthur Harvey to serve as members of the Road Committee:  yes

ARTICLE 4:

Dave Bowen made a motion to change the term of the position of Town Clerk, Treasurer, and Tax Collector from a one-year term to a three-year term beginning with the 2007 Annual Town Election.  Seconded by Dave Kraske.

Discussion:  Dan Maddox wanted to know “Why?”  Lee Holman explained that it would provide some consistency that is needed in the Town Office.  Dan Maddox asked if it would be a 3 or 5-year term.  Hope answered – 3 years.  Roland Downing asked how we could get rid of a Town Clerk who is not performing her duties well.  Lee explained that there is a procedure to deal with that situation.  Dan Maddox also told the voters that there is an Administrative ordinance in the works right now.  The moderator closed discussion.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 5:

Bev Murphy made a motion to change the position of Road Committee Member from an elected position to an appointed position beginning with the 2007 Annual Town Meeting.

Seconded by Roland Downing.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what the reasoning was behind the suggestion.  Lee Holman said that last year the Road Committee members did not show up for the meetings.  They also do not check in at Board of Selectmen meetings.  Dave Bowen commented that they want people to be more involved.  Arthur Harvey suggested that since they are apt to have absentees at the meetings, maybe they should be appointing alternates.

The moderator closed discussion and asked for vote.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 6:

Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate a sum of money to be placed in the Summer Road Account in the amount of $138,680.00 to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Dave Kraske.  

Discussion:  Bob Calawa gave a run down on how they came up with the amount of money to request.  He told the voters that each road has a brief file that anyone can look at if they are interested.  He has been keeping track of supplies coming and going and making weekly records on paper.  Roland Downing wanted to know if this request was more than appropriated last year.  Bob Calawa said yes.  Bob explained that they wanted to prepare Mahoney Road for paving and finish Town Farm Road.  

Bob Calawa made a motion to amend the requested amount to $120,000.  Seconded by Lee Holman.

Discussion:  Bob Calawa said that rising fuel costs have already been taken into consideration and that he believes they should still lower the amount requested.  It would still cover doing half of Mahoney Road.  Dave Bowen supported Bob Calawa’s motion.  Arthur Harvey said he was not clear on the reasoning.  What is wrong with having extra money in the account in case they need it?  Lee Holman said that the money if left over does not roll over but goes back to the General Fund.  Morrill Nason wanted to know which end of Mahoney Road was going to be worked on.  The Moderator stopped the discussion at this point and told the voters that they were only to discuss the matter at hand, which was the amount of money to be appropriated.  No further discussion.

Vote by show of hands on the amended amount of $120,000:  no

Motion fails.  Return to the original motion of $138, 680.

Discussion:  Morrill Nason asked which end of Mahoney Road was to be done.  Bob Calawa replied that it would be the Pratt Hill end and up about a mile or so.  The Moderator told the voters once again that they were to discuss only the matter at hand.  Dave Bowen made a motion to close discussion and vote.  Seconded by Lee Holman.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 7:

Dave Bowen made a motion to vote to appropriate a sum of $100,000.00 for the paving of Town Roads to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Roland Downing.

Discussion: Dave Bowen explained that this money would be used to finish paving the Town Farm Road.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 8:

Lee Holman made a motion to vote to appropriate $5,400.00 for the Highway Equipment Account to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what this account is for.  Hope McCabe said it is for the grader and mower.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 9:  Dan Maddox made a motion to vote to appropriate $2,500.00 for the Equipment Reserve Account to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what this account is.  Lee Holman said it is for the purchase of equipment if needed.  Right now it has a balance of $5079.36.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 10:  Roland Downing made a motion to appropriate $131,526.00 for the Winter Roads Account to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 11:  Dave Bowen made a motion to carry the amount of $10,000.00 for the sand and salt shed that was approved at the 2005 annual town meeting to be raised by taxation.  Seconded by Dan Maddox.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 12:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $65, 513.00 to be raised through taxation for the Contracted Solid Waste Curbside pickup and Recycling services and Transfer Station operation costs.  Seconded by Dave Kraske.  

Discussion:  Lee Holman made a motion to amend the amount to $66, 113.00 to include $600.00 to be used for the rental of a portable toilet to be used at the Transfer Station.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.

Vote by show of hands to amend the article to $66,113.00:  yes  

Vote by show of hands:  yes to the amended amount of $66,113.00.

ARTICLE 13:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate all associated revenues and raise and/or appropriate 1500.00 for the Animal Control Account.  Seconded by Roland Downing.  

Discussion:  Hope McCabe made a motion to amend the amount to $2,710.00.  Dan Maddox seconded.  Hope explained that the additional money above the original $2,350.00 that the Board of Selectmen had recommended was to pay the withholding taxes for the newly hired Animal Control Officer.  Lee Holman introduced Rick Houghton, the new ACO.  

Vote to amend the amount to $2,710.00:  yes 

Discussion:   Roland Downing asked what the Town now has for equipment.  Lianne Bedard answered that the Town has 2 cages, a pole, and a Have-a-Heart trap.

Vote by show of hands:  yes – motion carries at $2,710.00 

ARTICLE 14:  Dave Bowen made a motion to raise and/or appropriate $20,540.00 for the Public Safety Account.  Seconded by Lee Holman.

Discussion:  Dave Bowen explained that $360.00 that had been in the original amount recommended by the Board of Selectmen had just been added to Article 13.  Also the Board just found out earlier this day that the Contracted rate with Buckfield is going up $2000.00.  Vickie Brown asked that someone explain.  Lee Holman told the voters that Buckfield Fire and Rescue is going up from $3,000.00 to 5,000.00 this year.  Daryl Boness asked if all the money goes to Buckfield.  Dave Bowen explained that the money raised for this account goes to all the different towns that support us, the fire wardens, constable, insurance, etc.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 15:  Dave Kraske made a motion to appropriate $113,142.00 to be raised through taxation for the Administration Account. Vicki Brown seconded.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 16:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $5,000.00 to be raised through taxation for the Legal Fee Account.   Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 17:  Morrill Nason made a motion to appropriate $9,000.00 to be raised through taxation for the Assessing/Tax Maps Account.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.  

Discussion:  Dave Bowen explained that only $750.00 is for maps and the rest is to pay for the assessing.

Vote by show hands:  yes

ARTICLE 18:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $2,500.00 to be raised through taxation for the Comprehensive Planning Board.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Discussion:  Neil Hanley told the voters that $1,500.00 was for printing, $500.00 for training, and $500.00 for supplies.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 19:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $2,495.00 to be raised through taxation for the Town Office Account.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Vote by show of hands:  yes
ARTICLE 20:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $3,035.00 to be raised through taxation for the Town Hall Account.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Discussion:  Dave Bowen explained that the request was a little higher to provide for additional maintenance, primarily the handicap accessible ramp to meet the standards put forth by Americans with Disabilities Act.

Vote by show of hands:  yes
ARTICLE 21:  Dave Bowen made a motion to appropriate $600.00 to be raised through taxation for the Town Garage Account.  Seconded by Dave Kraske.

Vote by show of hands: yes

ARTICLE 22:  Morrill Nason made a motion to appropriate $2,400.00 to be raised through taxation for the Cemetery Maintenance Account.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Vote by show of hands:  yes
ARTICLE 23:  Dave Bowen made a motion to appropriate $3,000.00 to be raised through taxation for the Cemetery repairs.  Seconded by Vicky Brown.

Vote by show of hands: yes

ARTICLE 24:  Dave Bowen made a motion to appropriate $5,000.00 to be raised through taxation for the Capital Outlay Account.  Seconded by Neil Hanley.

Discussion:  Bob Calawa asked if there was any money in there now. Lianne Bedard answered that there is over $7,000.00 in the account.  Roland Downing asked why we need more money in the account.  Dave Bowen said it was in anticipation of needs of the Town Office in the future.  Lee Holman said that something unforeseen could arise for which the money may be needed.  The Selectmen have the authority to use up to $7,000.00 as long as the lifetime of what the money is used for is over 5 years.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 25:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $900.00 to be raised by taxation for the General Assistance Account.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 26:  Dave Bowen made a motion to authorize the Board of Selectmen to allow the rental of town owned road equipment to other municipalities.  Seconded by Vicky Brown.  

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked if we were talking about the Grader and Tractor and do we have a qualified operator.  Dave Bowen said that this would be just the equipment, not an operator.  Lee Holman explained that this Article would give the Board of Selectmen the right to enter into a rental agreement – if the Board believes it is a good idea.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 27:  Dan Maddox made a motion to enter into an inter-local agreement, entitled Nezinscot Valley Purchasing Authority Agreement and to appropriate and raise through taxation $500.00 for administrative costs.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Discussion:  Dan Maddox told the voters that there was an agreement handout available for them to review.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 28:  Dave Bowen made a motion to continue to allow the Town Farm Road Bridge Loan payments to be deducted from the U.R.I.P. funds received by the Town each year until paid in full.  Seconded by Bob Calawa.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 29:  Dave Bowen made a motion to authorize the Board of Selectmen on behalf of the Town to sell and dispose of any real estate acquired by the town for non-payment of taxes, or acquired by any other means.  Sale or sales of said properties is to be by sealed bid and advertised seven (7) days in advance by posting in two conspicuous public places and by placing an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation and to execute Municipal Quit Claim Deeds for such property.  The Board of Selectmen may, without auction or advertisement, sell to the person or persons to whom a property was taxed at the time the property was acquired by the Town or to their heirs or assigns, such property at the amount of the accrued taxes, interest, lien costs and administrative fees as determined by State Law and the Board of Selectmen and therefore shall execute and deliver a Municipal Quit Claim Deed for such property.  Seconded by Dave Kraske.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 30:  Dave Bowen made a motion to fix the following dates on which real and personal property taxes shall be due and payable:  one half of the tax shall be due and payable on December 1, 2006 and one half of the tax shall be due and payable on May 1, 2007.  Seconded by Dave Kraske.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 31:  Dave Bowen made a motion to fix an annual interest rate of eleven percent (11%) on real and personal property taxes not paid on or before December 1, 2006 and May 1, 2007.  Seconded by Dan Maddox.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 32:  Dave Bowen made a motion to authorize the Tax Collector or the Deputy Tax Collector to accept prepayments of property taxes not yet due or assessed and to fix an annual interest rate of zero percent (0%) on taxes paid prior to the due date per M.R.S.A. 36, Section 506, amended.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 33:  Dave Bowen made a motion to fix an annual interest rate of seven percent (7%) on excess taxes paid when tax abatements are issued by the Board of Assessors per M.R.S.A. 36, Section 506A, as amended.  Seconded by Dan Maddox.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 34:  Dave Bowen made a motion for the Town to accept all revenues from Cost Sharing Projects and from State and Federal agencies.  This revenue will be distributed to the appropriate accounts as intended by said agencies.  Seconded by Bev Murphy.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 35:  Dave Bowen made a motion for the Town to accept the categories of funds listed below as provided by the Maine State Legislature and appropriate and apply the total amount of $146,430.00 against the total amount authorized to be raised by Taxation (to reduce the 2006-07 Tax commitment).

Fund category






Estimated Amount
State Municipal Revenue Sharing



$
70,000.00

Urban Rural Initiative Program (Local Roads)

$
30,000.00

Tree Growth Reimbursement




$
25,000.00

Veterans Exemption Return




$
     500.00

Snowmobile Registration Refund



$
     530.00

General Assistance





$
     400.00

Homestead Exemption Return



$
20,000.00

Emergence Management




$
 unknown

State Grants






$
 unknown









$        146,430.00

Seconded by Morrill Nason.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 36:  Dave Bowen made a motion for the Town to apply the local revenue amount of $120,000.00 against the total amount authorized to be raised through taxation (to reduce the 2006-07 Tax Commitment).  Seconded by Morrill Nason

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 37:  Dave Bowen made a motion to appropriate $70,000.00 from the Fund Balance to reduce the 2006-07 Tax Commitment.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 38:  Dave Bowen made a motion to authorize the Town Treasurer to establish and use, with the Board of Selectmen’s approval, a line of credit in anticipation of taxes, and to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate $500.00 for interest due and payable on said line of credit.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 39:  Morrill Nason made a motion to appropriate $2,000.00 to be raised through taxation for “The Hartford News”.  Seconded by Bob Calawa.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 40:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $500.00 for the Hartford Heritage Society to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 41:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $100.00 for the Historical Books Reserve to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 42:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $2,000.00 to create a Veterans Memorial Reserve Account, monies to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.  

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked who requested this money.  Lorraine Parsons responded that she did.  Lorraine explained that the money would be used to put Civil War names on a plaque.  There are 115 names and 28 names fit on a 30”x30” plaque.  Additional lettering costs extra.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 43:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $573.00 to be raised through taxation to contribute to area snowmobile clubs for snowmobile trail and bridge maintenance.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 44:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $5,800.00 to be raised through taxation for Hartford Youth Sports.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Discussion:  Tom Hamilton told the voters that this would be a 16% increase over last year and that a lot of the money goes to mowing.  Roland Downing said he thought that they had voted against this in years past due to no accounting for where money was going.  Lee Holman stated that it was tabled at one meeting.  This year we have not been given a show of account.  Dan Maddox explained that the expenditures are in June and July and therefore this is a problem every year because Randy Labbe does not have the receipts yet for this year’s expenditures.  Hope McCabe told the voters that Randy did account for everything last year.  Vicky Brown made a motion to amend the amount to $3000.00 and put the lawn mowing out to bid.  Seconded by Daryl Boness.  Neil Hanley pointed out that the original amount without the mowing would be $3400.00.  Vicky Brown agreed to change her amended amount to $3,400.00 for Youth Sports.  Dave Bowen that if we do that then there will be no way to pay for mowing because there is no article to cover it separately.  Morrill Nason said that the families should take care of mowing the grass if they want to play ball.  Dave Bowen mentioned that by asking Youth Sports to show their expenditures that we are treating them differently from other organizations that the Town supports. Arlene Nason said that there should be something from year to year for the voters to go by if the receipts don’t come in until after Town Meeting.  Dan Maddox asked why would we treat Youth Sports this way when others do not give an account of their expenditures.  Tom Hamilton said that comparing this organization with charitable organizations is not right.  Philemon Kimball made a motion to stop discussion.  Seconded by Dave Kraske.  

Vote by show of hands to stop discussion: no  (motion failed)

Discussion:  Leslie Boness made a motion to table this issue until a later time when there is more information available to the voters.  Dave Bowen reminded the voters that if we table this issue that Youth Sports might need the money before we reconvene.  Lee Holman made a motion to end debate.  Seconded by Dave Bowen

Vote by show of hands:  no - motion fails

Vote by show of hands to table Article 44:  no – motion fails

Discussion: Proposed amendment of $3400.00. Tom Hamilton asked if we amend the amount could we put money into another article.  Dave Bowen responded no – we cannot add an article at this time.  

Vote by show of hands:  no – motion fails to amend to $3400.00

Discussion:  Back to the original article. Dave Bowen made a motion to appropriate $5800.00 with all invoices being paid through the Town Office and approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Seconded by Lee Holman.

Vote by show of hands to amend article:  yes

Discussion:  Vicky Brown made a motion to amend the article to put mowing out to bid.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.  

Discussion:  Bob Calawa said that the mowing did go out to bid in previous year and that the bid came in at $2,000.00.  Vicky Brown told the voters that there are volunteers that are willing to help mow.  Dave Bowen made a motion to end discussion.  Seconded by Hope McCabe.

Vote by show of hands to amend article to include mowing going out to bid:  yes  

Vote by show of hands:  yes – motion passes to appropriate $5,800.00 to be raised through taxation for Hartford Youth Sports with all invoices to be paid through the Town Office with the approval of the Board of Selectmen and with the stipulation that the mowing go out to bid.

ARTICLE 45:  Leslie Boness made a motion to appropriate $600.00 for the Recreation Committee to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Terry Hinkley.

Vote by show of hands:  yes
ARTICLE 46:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $0 for Androscoggin Home Care & Hospice to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.  Vicky Brown made a motion to amend the amount to $500.00.  Seconded by Hope McCabe.  

Discussion:  A representative from Androscoggin Home Care was recognized and spoke to the voters about the services that have been provided to residents of Hartford.  Bev Murphy told the voters that the agency had helped her immensely.  Leslie Boness asked if the amount could be changed to $795.00.  Vicky Brown made a motion to change her amended amount to $795.00.  Seconded by Hope McCabe.

Vote by show of hands to amend article to $795.00:  yes  

Vote by show of hands:  yes – motion carries

ARTICLE 47:  Leslie Boness made a motion to appropriate $1,960.00 for Community Concepts to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.  

Discussion:  Roland Downing asked what was appropriated last year.  Lianne Bedard told the voters that last year’s amount was $1,926.00.  Leslie Boness made a motion that Debra from Community Concepts be allowed to talk.  Seconded by Arlene Nason.  Debra told the voters that Community Concepts had helped 458 families in Hartford with things such as fuel assistance, transportation, drug treatments, etc.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 48:  Vicky Brown made a motion to appropriate $2,200.00 for Rural Community Action Ministry to be raised through taxation.  Seconded by Lee Holman.

Discussion:  Dave Kraske told the voters that the towns actually contribute very little of the monies for RCAM.  $30,000 out of $300,000 comes from towns.  He strongly recommended supporting RCAM.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 49:  Leslie Boness made a motion to raise and/or appropriate $100.00 for the Kennebec Valley Mental Health Center.  Seconded by Bev Murphy.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 50:  No motion

ARTICLE 51:  Vicky Brown made a motion to raise and/or appropriate $250.00 for Western Maine Transportation.  Seconded by Hope McCabe.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 52:  Vicky Brown made a motion to raise and/or appropriate $100.00 for Seniors Plus.  Seconded by Roland Downing.  

Discussion:  Roland Downing said that he has been using their services for his mother.  Terry (a resident) from Seniors Plus spoke and made a motion to amend the amount to $200.00.  Seconded by Roland Downing.  

Vote by show of hands to amend the article to $200.00:  yes 

Vote by show of hands:  yes – motion carries

ARTICLE 53:  Leslie Boness made a motion to raise and/or appropriate $200.00 for Families in Crisis.  Seconded by Terry Hinkley.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 54:  No motion

ARTICLE 55:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate $0.00 for the American Red Cross.  Seconded by Hope McCabe.  

Discussion:  Dan Maddox expressed how unimpressed he has been with the Red Cross.  He has had many bad experiences with the organization and explained how they failed to help in more than one crisis situation.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 56:  Leslie Boness made a motion to raise and/or appropriate $150.00 for the Western Maine Veteran’s Advisory Committee.  Seconded by Daryl Boness.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 57:  No motion

ARTICE 58:  Hope McCabe made a motion to raise and/or appropriate $963.00 for the Tri County Mental Health Services.  Seconded by Vicky Brown. 

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLE 59:  Dan Maddox made a motion to vote to increase the property tax levy limit of $280,267.00 established for Hartford by State law in the event that the municipal budget approved under the preceding articles will result in a tax commitment that is greater than that property tax levy limit.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.  

Vote by show of hands:  yes

ARTICLES 50,54,and 57:  Dan Maddox made a motion to appropriate zero dollars for all of these articles.  Seconded by Dave Bowen.

Discussion:  Arlene Nason asked that the voters reconsider Article 54 (REACH) because it helps schools.  Dan Maddox disagreed and said that in his experience they were not helpful.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

Dave Bowen made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Morrill Nason.

Vote by show of hands:  yes

Meeting adjourned at 10:22 P.M.

Minutes prepared by Raeleen York
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Hope McCabe
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