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Town of Hartford Animal Control Ordinance

1) Purpose, Authority and Applicability. The purposes of this ordinance are to regulate animals that are not confined within the owner's property; to prevent injury to persons or property; and to abate nuisances. It is adopted pursuant to 7 MRSA 3548, 30-A MRSA 3001 (home rule), 7 MRSA 4041 (livestock at large), and 7 MRSA 3911 et seq (uncontrolled dogs). The ordinance shall apply to the owner of an animal and equally to any person having custody or possession of the animal.

2) Administration. An Animal Control Officer (ACO) shall be appointed by the Hartford Selectboard, and is authorized to impound any animal unaccompanied by the owner off the owner's property and not under leash control. Except that a dog under effective voice control may participate in a licensed hunt during a legal hunting season.

The animal may be returned to the owner upon payment of a fee of $25, or taken to a shelter when the owner and the fee are not available. The owner shall be required to pay the shelter fee, plus the ACO fee of $25 in order to obtain the release of the animal. All payments shall be made to the Town of Hartford. If the owner does not reclaim the animal within 10 days, it shall be disposed of by adoption or otherwise according to state law. Subsequent impoundments of the same animal shall increase the ACO fee to $50 per event.

3) Nuisances. Anyone owning possessing or harboring an animal that barks, howls or makes sounds common to its species, continuously for twenty minutes or intermittently for one hour or more, shall be deemed to have caused a nuisance. A further nuisance is caused when the animal enters a public way to threaten a passerby, or to chase vehicles.

Any person who brings an animal to the Town Beach, whether or not the animal is leashed or controlled, shall be deemed to have caused a nuisance, except that a medically certified pet used for assistance may accompany a person. A nuisance shall not be created if a dog on private property is provoked by people or animals trespassing on said private property or by other legitimate cause for provocation. Farm animals other than dogs, are not deemed to cause a nuisance by making sounds common to their species unless of abnormal duration or intensity.

The first nuisance violation by any person shall result in a written warning by the ACO. The ACO may cause the initiation of legal proceedings for subsequent violations. The second violation shall be grounds for a citation of a civil violation with a penalty up to $250 as decreed by a court, plus costs incurred by the town. Additional violations shall increase the penalty at the court's discretion up to a maximum of $1,000. A civil nuisance violation may be settled with a consent 

agreement when the animal's owner has installed effective control measures such as electronic fencing and paid the ACO fee of $25 or $50.

4) Animals that have bitten humans. The owner or keeper of an animal which has bitten a human shall be served a quarantine notice by the ACO. The owner or keeper shall confine and control the animal for a period up to 45 days as ordered by the ACO, and obey all written instructions in the quarantine notice. Failure to comply with this section shall constitute a "second violation" as described in the preceding paragraph. Further, failure to comply with this section may result in a court ordered seizure of the animal to be placed in a state licensed facility that houses such animals. All related expenses shall be paid by the owner or keeper.

5) If any part of this ordinance shall be held invalid, it shall not affect the remaining parts of this ordinance.

Approved at the June 14, 2012 Annual Town Meeting

